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Join the Industry-Driven Research Programme of next-
generation communications for a secured, trusted, and 
sustainable digital society
CELTIC-NEXT Autumn Call 2025 for Project Proposals – Deadline: 24 October 2025

EURESCOM m essage

Here is  the opportunity to participate in CELTIC-NEXT, the industry-driven European 
ICT and telecommunications research programme under the umbrella of EUREKA.  
Do not miss the submission deadline for the next call for project proposals, on the  
24 October 2025!

CELTIC-NEXT projects are collaborative private-public partnership R&D projects. All EUREKA mem-
ber countries and associated countries can ɲnancially support them. More information on public 
funding and national contacts per country can be found on the CELTϥC-NEXT Public Authorities 
Website. Please talk to your national contact early in the process. 

Easy proposal process
Preparing and submitting a CELTϥC-NEXT project proposal is easy. Just register via the CELTϥC-NEXT 
online proposal tool, ɲll in the Web forms, and upload your proposal in pdf.  
Access to the proposal tool and to a proposal template is available via our Call ϥnformation page 
(https://www.celticnext.eu/call-information).

Beneĩts of participating in CELTIC-NEXT
§ You are free to deɲne your project proposal according to your own research interests and 

priorities.

§ Your proposals are not bound by any call texts, as long as it is within the ϥCT/telecommunications 
area see: CELTIC-NEXT Scope and Research Areas.

§ CELTϥC-NEXT projects are close to the market and have a track record of exploiting their results 
soon after the end of the project.  

§ High-quality proposals have an excellent chance of receiving funding, with an average success 
rate higher than 50 %.

§ The results of the evaluation will already be known in January 2026.

ϥf you have any questions or need help, do not hesitate to contact us; we would be pleased to 
support you.

Contact: 
CELTϥC-NEXT Oʛce
Xavier Priem
oʛce@celticnext.eu 
Website: www.celticnext.eu
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SNAPSHOTS

At the UKTIN International and Horizon Engagement Conference, held 
on December 4th at the Royal Academy of Engineering in London, in-
dustry leaders and policymakers explored how international collabora-
tion can boost innovation and drive investment into the UK.

Further information
n	 The UKTIN International & Horizon Engagement Conference: 

https://uktin.net/whats-happening/news/ 
uktin-international-horizon-engagement-conference  

On International Women’s Day 2025, the Women in Telecommunica-
tions and Research (WiTaR) 6G-IA Working Group proudly joins the 
global movement to #AccelerateAction toward gender equality. While 
women are making impactful strides in shaping the future of telecom-
munications, including innovations in 6G, representation remains low. 

Further information
n	 WiTaR webpage - https://6g-ia.eu/witar/  
n	 International Women’s Day - https://www.internationalwomensday.

com/Theme 

EVENT S  CALENDAR |  SN APSHOT

EVENTS CALENDAR

10 – 13 June 2025
The 33rd Mediterranean Conference on Control  
and Automation 
Tangier, Morocco
https://med2025.org/ 

1 – 3 July 2025
Berlin 6G Conference 
Berlin, Germany
https://www.6g-plattform.de/berlin-6g-conference/ 

2 July 2025
Strategic Digital Dialogue: Aligning EU–Japan Research 
and Innovation Ecosystems
Enabling Technological Sovereignty and Innovation through 
Strategic Partnership 
Osaka Expo 2025, Japan
https://inpacehub.eu/

21 – 22 October 2025
NEM Summit  
Berlin, Germany 
https://nem-initiative.org/
 
28 – 30 October 2025
INPACE Second Symposium  
Singapore City, Singapore 
https://inpacehub.eu/

22 – 23 October 2025
5G Techritory Forum 
Riga, Latvia
https://www.5gtechritory.com/ 

6 – 7 November 2025
13th FOKUS FUSECO Forum 
Berlin , Germany 
https://www.fokus.fraunhofer.de/en/ngni/events/ 
fuseco-forum_2025.html

8 – 12 December 2025
IEEE Global Communications Conference 
Taipei, Taiwan
https://globecom2025.ieee-globecom.org/ 

From vision to collaboration: Experts share their insights on building 
strong European consortia during the UKTIN Horizon and International 
Engagement panel.

WiTaR members postcard 2025 Celebrating International Women’s 
Rights Day with the Accelerate Action Movement.
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COVER THEME: Cri t ical  Infrastructures.
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COVER THEME: Cri t ical  Infrastructures.

Kostas Koutsopoulos 
Qualtek
k.koutsopoulos@qualtek.eu

Pooja Mohnani
Eurescom GmbH
mohnani@eurescom.eu 

Secured Infrastructures with PAROMA-MED 

In recent years, with the advent of large lan-
guage models (LLMs), we have witnessed a 
rapid evolution in how domain knowledge is 
leveraged to build more sophisticated and 
intelligent systems. Expectations have risen 
accordingly, driving a shift toward semantic 
web technologies, which are becoming de 
facto standards for new businesses and ser-
vices. Today, data has emerged as an inval-
uable asset, more prominently than ever 
before.

This transformation has largely been fueled by 
freely available data on the web. Naturally, one 
might wonder: how much more could be 
achieved if knowledge creation could also flour-
ish using highly protected, non-public data? Criti-
cal infrastructures are prime examples of such 
siloed domains, where finding a formula to en-
able the responsible use of these protected spac-
es is crucial.

The reasoning is 
straightforward: critical 
infrastructures comprise 
massive installations 
where resource usage 
often scales enormously. 
By their nature, they pro-
vide extensive bench-
marks across various 
technologies, generating 
high-quality, unbiased, 
and representative feed-
back. This, in turn, can 
lead to the development 
of more accurate and 
better-targeted AI mod-
els. However, exposing 
the inner workings of 
such infrastructures in-
troduces significant 

risks. Therefore, a new paradigm must be estab-
lished—one that facilitates AI model development 
while ensuring maximum protection at every 
stage, from data discovery to training and subse-
quent model usage.

PAROMA-MED: A Secure Model for AI in 
Sensitive Domains

The PAROMA-MED project has pioneered a com-
prehensive protection framework in the medical 
domain, where patient data represent the most 
sensitive assets. Within the project's solutions, 
currently under evaluation, protective measures 
extend across the entire data lifecycle and pro-
cessing workflows.

A fundamental principle of the project is that 
data always remain within the security perimeter 
of their originating domain. This does not dimin-
ish their utility, as Data Space methodologies al-
low for controlled discovery and advertisement 
within well-defined ecosystems, enforced by rig-
orous attestation mechanisms. These mecha-
nisms rely on hardware-assisted Trusted Execu-
tion Environments (TEEs) to provide verifiable 
evidence of integrity and compliance with pre-
defined ecosystem requirements. As a result, 
data retain their intrinsic value while maximizing 
their utility within a trusted network.

Furthermore, all data processing occurs strict-
ly within the storage domains, eliminating unnec-
essary data transfers. By adopting "code-to-data" 
paradigms such as federated learning, data re-
mains undisclosed at all times. Even trained 
models, once produced, follow the same strin-
gent principles: they are protected, never exposed 
to uncontrolled access, and safeguarded against 

inference attacks. During inference tasks, the 
model is deployed alongside the data it process-
es, ensuring that applications interact with it 
through APIs rather than integrating it directly in-
to their runtime environment.

Expanding the Model to Critical  
Infrastructures and Supply Chains

This approach to safeguarding sensitive domains 
can be extended to critical infrastructure ecosys-
tems, enabling controlled data exposure while 
ensuring that underlying resources remain se-
cure. It also holds promise for full-scale supply 
chains, industrial environments, and other sensi-
tive infrastructures, facilitating knowledge cre-
ation without compromising security or privacy.

By prioritizing verifiable adherence to policies 
and regulations, heterogeneous domains can 
collaborate safely without the need to relax secu-
rity constraints. End-to-end workflows can be ex-
ecuted with hardware-backed assurances of soft-
ware integrity, enabling a new era of trusted, 
privacy-preserving AI applications across high-
security domains. 

Further information
n	 PAROMA-MED project website:  

https://paroma-med.eu/ 

© Pixabay
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PUBLICAT IONS

6G Architecture Working Group White Paper – Towards 6G 
Architecture: Key Concepts, Challenges, and Building Blocks 

This white paper has been prepared by the 6G Architecture working group of 
the Smart Network and Services Joint Undertaking (SNS JU). It presents a 
comprehensive snapshot of the current architectural considerations explored 
by the SNS JU projects. It discusses the rationale for novel architectural 
components, the ongoing design efforts, and the future outlook for 6G. It 
analyses the blueprint for next-generation mobile networks, building on past 
experiences while integrating cutting-edge advancements. The structure fol-
lows the IMT-2030 framework, categorizing insights into the key usage sce-
narios and overarching architectural aspects. 

n	 Read the full white paper here: https://smart-networks.europa.eu/
wp-content/uploads/2025/03/archwg-whitepaper-v1.3-for-public- 
consultation.pdf

6G-IA White Paper – Emerging 5G and Beyond Ecosystem Business 
Models

The telecommunications industry is adapting to new business dynamics in-
troduced by 5G and preparing for similar challenges expected with 6G. Rec-
ognizing the importance of aligning technological advances with value cre-
ation, the 6G Industry Association (6G-IA) sub-working group Business 
Validation, Models, and Ecosystems (BVME-SG) has released a new white 
paper building on its previous work on 5G/B5G ecosystem business model-
ing. Using the Industry 4.0 vertical as an example, the paper applies a five-
step framework to help stakeholders identify business opportunities and 
understand how ecosystem variations impact operations and strategy. It 
further explores the cost implications of ecosystem configurations, suggest-
ing new methods for evaluating the technoeconomic viability of networks on 
a per-deployment and per-actor basis. Finally, the paper discusses the evolv-
ing roles within the 6G ecosystem, noting that, although 6G networks will be 
even more distributed and disaggregated than 5G, the same business mod-
eling framework remains highly relevant for the transition.

n	 Read the full white paper here: https://zenodo.org/records/14756405






